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In Sidrak Shemos, the Torah reldte:« that as Moshe Rabbeinu was
about to receive his First prophecy, he was leading his flock woward
the desert. Rashi (Shemos 5:10) explaing, “Toward the edge of the
desert: To distance himself from robbery, so that the Flock should not
Eaze in the fields Gf athers.” ”fhe vuy next verse tells of thﬁ’
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revelation; he had to have been to be in a state of preparedness to

gommunicate with Hashem. Yaf even then, he “did not overlook his.
mpretary obligations toward his fellow man. The Torah makes
mention of this becausu it s prec xsel} for tim sort of zealousness that
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confess on Yom Kppur, Why is this such a crivical transgression?
Tt first let us ask a more basic guestion. What does it have to do
with most of us® Are we robbers? Do we break into other people’s
huuau or hold them up in the street and take thelr walletst
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speet do we have 1o be to avoid falitng invo the trap. If the danger
is so great, then the precautions must be equally great.
t
So why is robbery such 2 prevalent wansgression? In what way

B VI INASNY OOW0 DNUING T 0n NIvo o m:n Ten T M
TUSE? PRVON AN 12 TN m’nggrghb:mvm 7102 Ny onoyany &

DI PR TITIN D TINY O VTR PRIIT SVSTIT TYTINT P 1Y oy
AL Yo D 'mwb bmon TTITY AN WO OTNTY PR 90 ZU0 e,
)f:w": t:at:w — PN TR YTana mwse) 1N mnb DTN 1P TN’

W M (B T INSY MW XN W) NN S I o b

are so many supposedly honest people guilty of it?
?{{ When the Torah forbids gezel, robbery, it is not onlv referring
ro Barglars and highwaymen, where the robber removes property

from the owner’s possession and takes it into his own p{mwult}n
lhtrﬁ are also other, more subtle forms of gesel that are cqually
fm bzddm uz}dar th'

general transgression. :
‘ 2 One of these alternate forms of gesel is called osbek, which
‘means withbolding someone else’s rightful property. If someone
Jent you an object or asked you to watch it for i for a while and
you dw; hwmg it, that i3 ashek. 1 someone lent you maoney and
' fat is also adbek,

vou deny it or if vou are late in paving it back, t
unlesy the Jender gives you an extension, Hivou bought a product
in a_store o credit and do not pay your bill, that iy also osbel,
unless the storeke eper gives you an exension. If you are fave with
pour rent payment, that is also oshel, undess the landlord gives you

an extension.
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even z cent is considered as if he has taken his Life In Heaven,
stealing the smallest coin s tantamount fo mutderi

Gezel can assume very subtle forms, The Talmud (Bava Mefzig
pavment tor every conceivable type ﬁf'd,z_amage. ~— fromy the person 41a) rules that ane who borrows without permission i deemed »
' zobber. Unfortunately, there are many who, wittingly or not, are
guilty of this form of gezel. Certain general monetary laws are

9

Another form of gezelis cavsing damage ro ather peoplels prop-
crry. The Torah deals exrensively with the amount and form of

causing the damage himself o damage caused by his animals,

ey g g i g - e ST O3 BINE TR e mag gy gy e 1 a Tl gen ,
property, fires or obstaclkes. But no specitic mgzrak in the Torah commonty known, b the nuances of these laws are not well known, *
specifically defines causing monetary damage to another person’s The following is a case in point A worker has been hired witkout

as 1 transgression of Torah law, Rabbeinu Yomap conk any agreement on wages. After the job h wen completed, the
tends that all forme of damage are included in the zeneral prokii- warker approaches his employer and names & sum equal iq or.abave
the accepted rate. A discussion ensues, with the employer succeeding
in_bringing the figure below ihe accepled rate, [he warkers
acceptance of this amownt might possibly be due to his fear of
arousing his employer's ire. The Chofels Chaim {Zfas Tamim Ch. 5)

bition of gesel. When you canse someonc damage vou are remove

ing brom himy o portion of the value of s property, and this i con-
sidered gezel. 1t doesn’™t matier i you put it into your own pock-

et. M you remove it from another person’s pocket, it iy gerel. rules that if the worker i in fact dissaticfic d with the payment. then

¥o And how about a worker who does not deliver o full day’s worlk the employer is guiliy of withhalding wages, a form of gezel. To
foy a full day’s pay? The Gemara says that a worker is exernpt from avoid such a situation, (he Chefete Chaim advises that wages always
;mr{s{'%zl Shema, becavse be is obligated o s cmployer who is lgf._figfed before the employer begins his wark.

paying him for Bis tme, So what if someone goes 1o his job and
takes his paveheck bot spends some time conversing with his feilow
workers or making personal telephone calls, not to mention it he
takes otfice supplics home for personal uses Isn’t this absolute gesel? o
; 4 Py &Q‘S‘Q
Which man desives iife, who lopes days of seeking
I:)\ : . 2ood? ?hmrd y-raurlfw;g_zm From ewil, and Your lips from
speaking deceit (Tehillim 24:13-14)

So why indeed is the prohibiton against gezel of sucl prime

importance: T, deceit, refers to any word that is spoken with the intent of
Iwe dig down 10 the roors of oshek and gezel, we find the rwin misleading the listerer. drickery and decei in Ty matters are, of

evils of sheker and mirmal, falsehood amd deception. Truth would i bLins examples of mninmak In S'fas Tamim (Ch, 3). the

L - : Chotety Chaim discusses the causos of stich negative hehavior:
revent a person-from making property thar is not his or tajking i ’

another person into lending him money when ke has no_sefions Lhe primary cavses of this are a general lack of regard
niEntion of repaying it Falsehood and deception are the ideas 3 Lo thie daws prohibiting zeze! and sheker (Falsehood ).

The natwral restdt is an Irresponsibility foward smie-
z‘rm:_h, whickh is q mmbirmt_ﬁon of gezel and sholer.

the conceprs, while odeh and gazel are the decds that result. Ifa

person were not inclined o talschood, if he were not g dishonest ]
person, he vould nor do these chings. bnfortunately, there are those who eonduct their business as if
=l e . . X i i wis outside the paramatere 1!

b3 I‘di‘fﬁlﬂ?}f, the absence of the auribure of tuth, is a $1g0, of mker)fwézﬁ;\,ml of a claim a)r;:ve:;ﬂ;uiigl:fmﬁ;rii?j}crmw A:’ ?Ci&w
g Tl Sotam g ] o : 2l & s TV 3 o a gentile is,
exgeme corrapnon. The Sefey HaChingohuses o ong language 1o to their minds, permissible The trath eludes them, Rambani (Hilchos

e s

describe it {8 74), “Tt i well kaowm,™ e writes, “that evervone Gezedlah 1:1) and Shidohern Aruch make perfectly clear Lhat to rob 2
considers flsehood abominable and shamefisl, Nothing is more gentile js forbidden, Those whe 1T in these matters do so beenuse
despicable. Misforrune and curses are found in the homes of those such is their desire, As the Chofetz Chaim expressed i, they have

ne regard for these laws. Such offenses do nat acrur with those
who dread falsehood and are terrified of transgressing the laws of

gezel,

who dove it, God is the Lord of Truth, and everything about Him
18 truth. Therefore, blessing can be found amiy among those who
resemnble Him in their behavior, who are trushiil nast as Fle is

truthiul, Bur those whose behuvior is the opposite_of His pood o
ty those who embrace Rlsehood and are th greby the &
pOSIES «E}f His tradts, will not recsive the blessings of joy, So this s where we must concentrate our efforts all Vear {g;d
hpcac;—:”Amlm?}easum, which are among [God’s] traits. Tnstead the especiaily on Yom Kippur, If we '\‘vam to take wpon (mrfsc:}v;&: just
Lord gives an evil person a portion of worries, quarrels and pain, a single arcs of improvement, this fhouId be the one. o clesigt
“Therefore,” concludes the Chimuch, “the Toraly uses an from the gbel in our hands.” The Torah demands of us honesty

and integrity. Before we can approach God with any hope of
does not use o chavacterize any other prohibivion elsewhere in the acceptance. we have ro give back all our ill-potren gmaing. We have
Torah. The Torh Midevar sheker tirchuk, Keep vour dis- 1 pay up whar we haven’t paid or ar least negatiare realistic {t:;“ms;
tance from false "\-\:fordss,"&ray tar mv‘ay from falschood, bec that we intend to honor, even if our credirors have completely for-
cab . . l gotten about the money owed to them. And we g o have to ask
their forgiveness for the wrongg we have done tw thens. Only then

can we have 3 proper seshurah. Quly then can we approach God

expression to characrerize the prohibition against falsehoad that i

s despicable,”

with clean hands.
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Sefer Mitzvos balindol {the Semag) also addresses the importance
of honesty but from an entirely different perspective (’mt s AR
745 1 haw already spoken aboul T, W frey=ro the exiles
of Jerusajern in Spain and other places of exile, Now that the exile

is stretching far too long, the Jewish people should turn away fmm

useless woridly pursuits and embrace the Holy Blessed One’s seal,

which is truth, They showld not lie o ether Jews or 1o gentiley or

deceive thern in any way At all, They should sapctify themselves by

: tart to orbek and gffzef o ":t‘iia hi

Ldmumm ven from some things that are permitted 1o them. For
i is written (Zephaniab 3:13), TThe remnant of Tsracl will do no

evil, nor wi il they s pml m}sdzo{)d nor will deceitful tongues be

uund in their mouths.”

Before we come to the startling conclusion of his staternent, let
ug jost take a few minutes 1O rake note of the Smag’s profousd
advice for those that went to achieve the grrpbute of roth, for

those that seak to develop ; within themselves absolute honesty and

imiegrity. Listen to- the connection he makes, “Turm away from

‘LlS{'j\,M worldly pursuits and embrace the Holy Blessed One’s seal,

gv!nch is troth,”

14

So ter us now retwen o pick up the thread of the Sy’ aegue
ment, Why is it so coitical that the Jewish pg aple become sarupi-

lously honest in this seenungly interminable exile? Why is it impor-

pant that we avoid even those lentencies that are permitted to ust

Because, srites the Smag, “the rempant of jsraed will do no evid

nor will they speak fabsebood, nor wilt deceitful tonguaes be found

in their mouths.” This ts a reference to Messianic times when only

A remmnant of rhe Tewish people will survive, Who will be feft over

frem the great devastation that will precede Messianic times? Wha

will be there o witness the triumphant arrival of the Messiahe?

Who will share n that wonderful experience? Quly a small rem-
?%? qnant mf the Jewish people. And who are these people, the worthy

mmmnr of the Tewish people? They are the prople that “do no

S we don't want to do without, that is where

evil nor speak Ralsehood nor are deceitful rongoes found in their

auths.” T we want to be part of that remnang, thes we too bave

to be scrupulovsly honest. Now that Messianic times are
approaching, warns the Swag, we must prepard by frmproving our !

honesty dranmasically.

2 But why is this so? Whv will God single out onlv the hoaest and
truthfid people as the survivors of the exile and the witnesses Yo'

tle Mes:

rifices o keep Shabbos, to buy wmfilfin and wear shem every day?
What about the people whe moved beaven and earth 1o find a
beautiful, gy and fulaw? What about the people that rose earky '
every morning in the freczing winter and blistering summer and ;
never missed praying with a seimyan? Why are the people who are
honest and trarhfal so much worthier than all the others whe alse

expressed their devotion and loyaly to God and His Torak?
The apswer is that God wangs the arrval of the Messiah to bga
Liddssh Fadum, thar it should be a sanctificasion of His hot

Name, For this, we need honest and truthiul people. The Smag

faly’s arrivall What abontall the Jews who made greatsac- -

explains, “In the i’umrc when the Foly Blessed One will redeem?”

24
: and the Torah of truth s in their
‘Eﬁmmid, T Bap i vhe Jewish pwpic deal undert mm{uih‘r”{vuh thi
:f"glztriijx'ss.‘ of the world, the y-wﬂt say, ‘Look at what the Mol Blessed

WOnz has.done! He has chosen for Flimself thieves and swinddlers!™™

ihe Tewish people], the masons of the world will say, ‘He has ¢
sstly, for they are truthiud people

{+

What does enjoying the pleasures of the world have ro do with

-attining trudh? Why should we varn away from worldly pursuirs 3f

we want to be trethful? Tt s o avoid putting pressure o our-

3 'iﬂh«’t‘f} 0 avoid puu'i ATEREeTiEy htmc‘rv w0 the test, B&ing involved in

snclination, 1t
ant more &nd more }umgs that h{‘ really doesn’t
" peed. IF he can’t ”af{{:ard zhmc_ ‘c}una,& he desires, he is tempted to

maka‘& ’i}_US(‘Ji! Ww.

acouire them. Soon he finds

s bimself spending so much money on heoaries that e 8 oo longer

“ahle to afford the basic neeessities of life, He cannor put food on

*the table or pay for the rattion of his children. And this puts even

s-greater pressure on him 1o cheat and swindle and seek all sorvs of
- dishonest ways to close the gap in his oversirerched budget,

g

Fwe are accustomed to alife of | o 1 po end to what

hat are likely 1o

Lwe will spend and to the ‘lamm:a} duﬁculi
Mm “And when that happens, it is a short distance to _pshick and
@w:;l We can only protect ourselves by staving far away from
muxl by_h“:ﬂhstmun; carselves from words.” How do we
Skeep our distance? By “turning away from useless worldly pur

ssuits.” H owe can’t afford something. jrs not for us. We really
dcm ¢ need all those exira things we have convinced ourselves that
we must have. We can manage perfectly well w;zhour them. And
falsehood begins.
hat 15 when There 18 & grave danger that we may hecome dis-

ihonest. 1 we Wam. o “ambrace the Foly }xlf*ssc.d One’s seal,

which is truth,” we must “turn away from usc}{ 53 WeJ[H!y pur
sairs.” This is the advice of the Sman.

Al

~When the {:'1}';;_1{ redemption arrives, the nations of the world will
nd i awe and admiragon of God’s spectacular revelarion on
;nhzﬁf'" of the Tewish people. So the natons.of the world will take
':_,c_“lésc look at the Tewish people thev know, the ones being
'bmugrhf: fbrth from thelr long exile with such honor and slory.
gﬁnd the nations of the world will wender, Who are these people?
Why should God perform such miracles for them? Why do they
:"njcy such a special closeness with God? How have they earned ic?

“Now, where do the nations of the world encounver Jewish peo-
p]¢> Do they conme inte the yesbives and observe them 1umm}7 the
iimi; Torah with such devotion and enthusiasme? Do they come
wite the symagogues and see them praving o God thyee tmes »
‘day with fervor and intensity? Do they observe them on Rosh
Hashanah and Yom Kippur with tears Howing freely as they plead
awith the Creator for His forgiveness? Do they observe them stand-
ing oo, Succos with_erres and fufay in hand apd expressions of
sheer joy on thew faces? Do they observe them sitving at the can-
dleliv Shabbos rable singing the praises of the Creator and speal-
g words of Torah?

12’“ No, the nations of the world do pot regualary see the Jewish peo-

‘ple i any of these serdings. They only meet Jewish people in the mar
ketplace, and the way these Jews behave in the markerplace derer

smines the opimion of the natons of the workd, If die Jews they meer
‘are dishonest, if they cheat and swindle, i they do pot meet thelir

“obligations henorably and en time, if they cannot be trusted, i they

“are underbanded wnd deceitfnd, i they excel at trickery, then the

“mations of the world will mnsldcr themn infedor. And i God works

Lmagriiicent Wonders to Lumg them ferth from exile with fanfare and
honor, they will be disroayed. “Lool ar what the Holy Blessed One
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So honesty and the refection of eibek and gezel in all their forms
.gre really the keys ro our redempdon. No matrer how much we
“pray to God and beseech Him to send us the Messiah, we our-
I 1on if we are ‘

ey wanosay,  OLE 088 Chosen for Himself thdeves and

5W mdius‘ For these people, He had o send the Messiah?” :
23 This would be s rerrible ohill! Hashem, o desecration of Fis
holy Name. and Geod will not allow it. So whar will He do? Either
He won’t bring the Messiah and leave us in_exile, Heaven forhid:
or He will weed out all the thieves, swindlers and liars so that only

i
1
i
!

i

voselves cannot expect to participate in the final redemy

oo scrupulously honest. We cannot expect o be numbered

among the “rempant of Tsrael” unless we have made o bididush
D Haslewm I owr dealings with the nations of the world, This
extends 1o all sorts of ethical behavior as well, bur honesty and
integrity in the marketolace are at the verv top of the lisr: And it
©goes without saying that we behave this way Lo {:g}c‘}:z othar,,
- -because thar is where it alb starts. 78 we are not genwinely honese
~and wuthivd people, i we cheat and swindie each other, it will not
help to pretend to the parions of the world that we are people of
integrity. We will not be gble ro fool thern, Theyv. will see right
through our masguerade. ‘ o
‘L Honesty is also critical in another aspect of onr lives. We are comn-
pletely dependent on prayer, We 13111 ot expect God o favor
'm andd supply all our needs unless we pray vo Fim, 1F we wane our

an honest * | sle who “will do no evil
, BOr WIH dc eitful rongues be found -

are thf.__f}l‘ll}r_ln?&":_(‘spiﬁ’_ who will crogrge i

sehie

 because these are the only people whose -
nor o His holy Name, '

sal

umugh ) mammm ar du‘mz"y .st.an«.im.ds. of mmm a;}d 1{1Lt‘gum, Ii

i pot enough 1o be considersd a person of honor and not a thief )

or a swindler. Because the nations of the world willstill be puz-

Zled. They will Jook ar us and say, “All right, these are fine

upstanding pu.ypic.. You can’t argue with that, But there are many:
i . o ' i paayers to reach Heaven, we have 1o be honest. The only pravers
ather fine vpstanding people in the world. What makes these peo- 4 o

piL s special? Why do they deserve that God shonld perform such
“miracles for them?”

24 The nations of the world, o {eourse, do not see us in the yedives
and the synagogues, They do not see us ar the Shabbos table. lhw
have no Grsthand knowledge about the sublimity and foliness of lifi
accouhngj tor the Torah. They only know us in the marketplace..

*ihucm:c we must be ourstanding in the . markeiace. W
must be so scrupulonsly honest and oruah sl sdrh. the. patonso
glc world that chey will stand in amazement We must endeavor 1
make a kiddush Hashem, 1o sanctif Flis holy Name. with everv
thing we do, even in small ways; if a Jew comes back o a store it

thar are heard are those of people who have returned anyihing in

«their possession thar doesn’t belong to theém or those who have

mever done anvthing that can be considered gezel in the first place,
2 .

"This is very worrisone for all of us, We may have fallen inro some
forrm ofgcwfqmm casually. Perhaps we didn’t ghv it much thought.
We may have borrowed something and forgotten to return it We
may have caused someorne even a slighe damage and not made resti-
tution. But lack of intent does not cxonerate us. 1f we retain money
in our possession that is not ours, whether it be langs 1o someone
else_or-is overdue to be repaid o someone clae. we are guilty of

mel. And if we stand before God with our sticky hands He may

sder Gur praver a tefillah ahieval, Heaven forbid,

K. M@mg
Laxtiy in monetary matters can have the Bravest conseguences,
Death and the judements of the Mext World donat atone for gexel if

the driving min because he was given too much change and waorss
vo return i, he makes a kidduds Hashom, We must use our_bhon
esty, inte cmw and muthfialness to gaio the respect of the nations o
Sthe wodd. Then they will understand why God says { Iniak 49 )it

" the sinner has not ruumed the money or an jtem of comparable

- Tob said to his frie ndﬁg {Job 16:17, “Because there is no olunder :;;;{;imm and ;;;T:) ;;ip;: ta;;i:;éx . "if}i:ms;e?:t; {Q;‘Zii::i:
1y hards, and my praver is pure {fefillag zakal)” The Midrash *{5fas Tamim, Ch. 4) cites an incident from the days of the Rishonin,
comments { Shemoy Rabbak 22:3), “Rabbi. Yehoshua the Kohein " where a man was reincamated as 5 hovse and worked with all his
said in the name of Rabbi Nechemiab, ‘Can there be an impure strength to repay & debt 1o the man who was now his owrer, In an
prayer (refillad abprai) Rather it means that if someone whose varlier chapter, the Chofetz Chaim cites Safer Rokeach that when a
hands sre soiled with gezel calls vut to the Holy Blessed One, He . man s weincarnated as a person he is unaware of this fact until after
does not answer bim, Why? Becange be is praving in a state of sin :;r::fih but such is rot the case when he is reincarnated as an

. But fob, havine no H-ootten gains, had a pure praver, W
5

As is stated in the holy Zohar, man pisi endurg;

5 L seyen }udgmmte before coming t
VHRT L dlave TG pinader ooy hanc after all ff?("_ F“’Igm‘

since there is no wrongdoing in my hands, my prayer is pure, have been gmlfy of ;,éwl in am; af zta vurious forms
Listen 1o the words of the Midrash. God will not heed the i nrels wh &

praver of someone “whose hands are soiled with gezel” An inter- permit him to make his wzay fo the p‘ j

esting phrase. “Whaose hands are soiled with gezel” Jab :tiso speaks designated as his. Af maost, if }:e ims some gr

abowt the hands. “There 18 no plunder fn my bands.” 1t seams that Gfd.l‘;r:t they will permit him to view his po
a sSPance.

B T L e e 5 5
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. - il e - haricds ix as if the dishonest person
it ot gains stick to the hands. Iris a 'lp — He will weep bitterly over his being forced to return
Fras stic iy hands, and when ather people’s zngmy [Asses § ﬂmug 3 fo f?ns_iowly world, aguin to ;w born, agmn o :z'u: wgain
:_._hu, hands, some of it remaing svock there. When a person with , o endure iudgment ., |
el ds pravs, (iod finds it offensive, The stickiness of his i*
sticky .ha!x'a.db pr“zj,-sg CGod \f'mds L o s Tk dhe first guestion m»hd by the Heavenly tibunal after o man's
bandy s filke a sediment of impurities pelluting s prayersnd roak- death is whether or not he has conducted his monet ary affairs ire.

ing it % marky M@nt;‘im“d txf f’f{'{m akuviah, an LERpRLe, Prager. gocd Faith (Shabbos 31a) May we merit that when our time comes,
we will be counted among those of cleas hands and pure hearts, ¢
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Hew does one achieve purity and avoid gezel, mirmah and similar by P - NEs 023 e
sinst The '(::hoff:tz {Chaim ()f'fers the fc.?liowir\g an'tidofe: "He :‘ﬁ:ul:‘z nimn b WpS T MEN W W‘ﬂ
should reflect regularly on the gravity of the sins and punishments of
geae] wnd sheker; then ne will be saved from them” (5 fas Tamion, LR B B 5'&{33"‘ .
Ch 5 Niote The term * regularly.” Pondering the matter once or twice PN NPT RaER 51 JT1 PAR Eed
i not sufficient. Our Bages (Moed Kaian 27b) tell us that when ERE QN KRR8I AR 3w
' Cata FRAny BHaw ABAD PY WK Y1 S

a person iransgresies the same &in twice it becomes to him like

Stmething permisaible — such 15 the power of the yetzer hara, b R e D TEDW L3 AR RN
evil inchnation. 1t follows, then, that the eEf_g-:_c:;s of a sin whirgh O TR WP 272 VIR WRR. TWER
one has lransgressed countiess times during his tifetime will nat be Dby VY KN PR Y e u nd
casily undone. Lne must ponder the matter again and again until nis EVIAE WO PEIE K2 UK DIRh Tom
ol ISR are Upraoted and The SR Takes on its true ook, With 2 B:jf? J_:‘,"Q?...ﬂl@!‘@” byd MY s e v

?{: regard to monetary matters, one must come fo view his friend’s
money and possessions as he would hekdesh, that which has been

e Rl eI AR AR R

comeecrated tor the Hels Hawbcdash, Just as one would never 5rmx MR P Ty abm ,“'\‘.“! ¥ e wnvh

E_i_lliu.il}' benefit ;mt im;: from thaﬁ'fwhic}\hh?s io;\;'ex;} Sf;wct}i?ieei }f_;‘cfr CROK RTYD3 AMRT DMK DR P M
ashen: s0 mus WwoKeep away Jrom that whic mashem nas ' B te

bequeathed to someone elss, ' Wmﬁ,ﬂmmw mﬁm‘,*

g AT 53 Yy oI am En anpn e b
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Consulting The Wise, Rabbi Z. Pliskin o pm xw aw D .
. RABBI MOSHE FEINSTEIN: “The essénce of the arapy AW MR WPRE AR DU
prohibition against stealing is that one should not iake qrh ANy TR WD X 5Y oa] prney
anything that the Almighty has not given him, Therefore, a o gh AN Ky R yma

pcrson_nccds to - think ‘e_ibout all that is in his possession, to
determine whether or not it came 10 him in a permissible
shanner. Wish 1o possess only that which the Almighty gives
yoiur”
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We supgested carfier that the awareness of God as, Adon might L

have deterred_Adam from his sin, What precisely was his sin? The answer is that all shining involves thievery, When we
(. Cheiotian fiveratuse, the etz hada'ar (tree of knowledge) is con- - indulze in what is forbidden, we are, in elfect, taking that which
§;d¢;ed‘a demonological tree whose mysterions fruit possessed is mot_ours. This concept_may be even further extended. When

« upnatural potency. Eating it (ransformed man’s REMUTE, CAUS - we use our tongue fo slinder, we rightfully Iose our right to
?ﬁg his fall and corruption. Huazal, however, saw nothing un- ; wse this organ henceforth, When our hands engage i wrongful

tural in the tree. They suggest that it was an ordinary plant, : deeds, our eyes in lasciviousmess, our intelligence in deception,
natora ! y &

ne fruit of which was either grapes, figs, wheat or an efrog ~our free wilt in choosing evil, we, as a result, lose our further
t (j e 12} i3 g the Arst couple so adversely  rlghts, zekhuyor, over these organs and faculties. ““The soul is
(Gen. R. 15). i s0, o&;.y *;va 47 Yours and the body is Your work,” we scknowledge in onr
affected by such commonpiace 0077, _ penitential prayers?® In our daily morming blessings, we thank

God for such gifts as eyesight. the ability to stand upright,
to walk, to discern, to be free, to observe mitgvor, All that we
ﬁ)rcsnmpiuousiy call “ours™ is really “His”™ We may use these
gifts conditionally, for the period of our fifetime, only with His
concurrence and in accordaxce with His stipulations. When we

« The apswer is_that the protubition was_intended to teach
Adam the concept of adnut, that God, is not only the world’s
reator and Sustainer, but also its Quner. Vayetzay

sin, these zekhuyot, privileges, are forfeited and, nullificd. Their
continued wiilization is larceny. The great gift of reshuvah
tGQdestCT oo {repentance) ds that it allows ug to reacquire our rights over
able to him. But hcf was uﬁwﬁlmﬂg  our fives, our faculties and, e again, to partake righttally of
od had retained proprietary rights over His . o gieg ’ |
creation; he refused_to recogoize any “no trespassing’ resifle % Al sinaing emanates from . denial of Godl's adas His sight
tions. Rather, Adam claimed for himsell carte blanche rights Tt restrict and to dﬁriy. Modorn mian..io et dnsists that
to partake as he pleased. 3 FERMICL aia 0 ceny, OGS pasticular,

2ib This gs.....b%ﬁ‘,,.§i,u§m.ih@,,.mmc._gfmg:zz:ezaﬁ‘...mbt;er;;-,i horm it owever. insists that man be humbled before God,
he too was_pot hi Land an that he recognize the Master who besiows. all gifts. This is the
its benefits stem from Goa & basic mationale behind all the berakhot we recite before we
wg accept Hi ‘¢ maust be s s 4 gift and o privilege to be

rpers and thieves
due to his punishment, and not fo the

appetites, 1o controf our fa
trary to Hi A
Adany’s sitoation was
fruit of the tree.

used only for holy ecods. W hts of on-
inhibited indulgen effect, acknowledge a Higher Power
.who iy Master over all.




